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Marist College

Marist College was founded in 1929 in Poughkeepsie, New York, by the Marist Brothers religious 
order. For over 40 years it has an independent college with no religious affiliation. The college 
has approximately 5,600 (just under 5,000 full time) undergraduates. Their enrollment is divided 
among six undergraduate schools: Communications and the Arts, Computer Science and 
Mathematics, Liberal Arts, Management, Science and Social and Behavioral Sciences. However, 
the largest group of incoming freshmen enter undecided on a major. Marist students in several 
majors may also pursue their education in Italy at the college’s Florence campus—in fact majors 
in Studio Art, Art History, Art Conservation Studies, Digital Media, Fashion Design, Interior 
Design, Italian Language can pursue their entire degree there.

More recently, Marist has turned away more applicants than it has offered admission, though the 
college. Thirty-seven percent of those who applied to be part of the 2015 freshman class (outside 
of Early Decision and Early Action candidates) were offered admission. This number was 41 
percent for the class that entered in 2016. In addition, nearly a third of the 3,600 applicants 
offered a spot on the wait list accepted the offer, but only ten percent of those were later admitted. 
It helps if Marist is a clear first choice: over 90 percent of the applicants who applied Early 
Decision—they were slightly less than a fifth of the entering class—were accepted. 

Statistically profiled, Marist’s student body is similar to those at schools such as Fairfield 
University, Fordham University, Rutgers-New Brunswick or the University of Connecticut. A B+/A - 
student with 1200 SATs would be about the statistical average for the college. Approximately half 
of the undergraduate student body attended public high schools; the rest graduated from private 
or parochial schools. The college will be seeking more students who are interested in the health 
professions as well as the sciences. Marist has recently added a Bachelors/Master option for its 
Physician’s Assistant program and is in the process of developing a doctoral program in Physical 
Therapy. 

Marist is test-optional. Last year, only 55 percent of the incoming students submitted SAT scores, 
according to the college’s data reported to US News. Only 27 percent submitted ACT scores. 
Those who like what Marist has to offer should not be deterred from applying based on low 
scores. They can still qualify for merit scholarships based on academic achievement or talent. 
Marist asks students to declare a major when they apply, though they may apply to the college or 
its School of Science as undecided.

Marist retains over 90 percent of a freshman class, about the same as the schools listed above. 
The four-year graduation rate for the class that entered in 2009 was 68 percent which is very 
good, though Fairfield (78 percent) and Fordham (75 percent) have done better. However, these 
two schools also charge significantly more than Marist for a similar degree program.

Costs

Marist charges approximately $50,000 for tuition and fees, room and board for this year, a 
reasonable sticker price for a private college. The college is cost-competitive with non-resident 
charges at state universities in many states, including Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey 
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and Pennsylvania. The largest merit scholarship is $15,000. The students who can receive and 
maintain that award would be paying charges close to resident tuition and fees at schools such as 
Penn State-University Park, Rutgers-New Brunswick, The College of New Jersey, the University 
of Connecticut and the University of Delaware. 

While it would be difficult for applicants to expect Marist to discount down to the resident charges 
for their home state university system, especially if they come from New York, the college is going 
to be less expensive than other options in New York City including Fordham and NYU. An 
applicant considering Marist against those two schools who would not qualify for need-based aid 
would conceivably save $50,000 to $60,000 over four years by choosing Marist. That same 
student might qualify for a scholarship that could mean even more savings. 

Marist cannot meet the full need of its students. According to data that the college submitted to 
US News, Marist met, on average, 64 percent of need during the 2015-16 school year. Only 17 
percent of the entering class had their full need fulfilled. Students who graduated in 2015 and 
took out loans owed, on average, nearly $35,000. The maximum that a student may borrow from 
the Federal Stafford Student Loan program over four years is $27,000. The college reported that 
nearly a fifth (17 percent) of those who took out loans borrowed from a source other than the 
Federal or State government. 

Curriculum

Marist markets itself as a liberal arts school. But it is organized more like a small university with 
six undergraduate schools: Communications and the Arts, Computer Science and Mathematics, 
Liberal Arts, Management, Science and Social and Behavioral Sciences. 

Marist has core requirements similar to other mid-sized colleges, with the addition of a four-
course Pathway, to be selected from among 23 topical areas. The courses in the Pathway could 
overlap with courses in the major and/or minors. Marist makes it fairly easy for students to enter 
undecided on a major or to have majors and minors within different schools. While the college is 
subdivided into smaller schools it does not cap students out of academic programs, with the 
possible exceptions of Fashion Design and Fashion Merchandising. 

The college is very well invested in its Business programs, Communications, Computer Science, 
Education and Fashion Design and Fashion Merchandising programs. The Computer Science 
program has been expanded through a partnership with IBM, long a major employer in New 
York’s Hudson River Valley. Marist also runs its own political poll as well as one of the few 
educational partnerships with a presidential museum and library in the US, being located close to 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Hyde Park estate. Poughkeepsie, the college’s home, is also a 
county seat that offers employment opportunities for students in the health, human services and 
social science programs. Art History and Art Conservation Studies are unique programs that are 
rarely found in schools of this size.

Marist offers options to study abroad in Italy as well as London and Paris that are not available at 
similar or even larger schools as well as a unique Marist In Manhattan semester-long full-time, 
credit-bearing internship where students live in housing in the city. While Marist is accessible to 

https://www.marist.edu/academics/core/core2013overview.html
https://www.marist.edu/academics/core/corepathways.html
https://www.marist.edu/academics/core/corepathways.html
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New York City via the Metro North Commuter Railroad, the commute can take over 90 minutes 
each way and costs $37 round trip. Internships during the school year are not practical unless a 
student can arrange to have no classes over one or two days per week.  The commute is too 
expensive and too long.

You won't see large classes at Marist. No class offered during the 2014-15 academic year had 
more than 49 students. However, over half of the classes had between 20 and 49. Lecture 
courses, especially in the introductory classes for several majors, will be likely be a part of most 
degree programs. However, they will be a lesser part of a Marist education than they would be at 
a mid-sized school such as Fordham or a larger school such as NYU, UConn or Rutgers-New 
Brunswick.

Marist students gave their faculty a rating of 3.62 (out of a possible 5.0) on 
RateMyProfessors.com, below the ratings that Fairfield (3.68), Fordham (3.71), NYU (3.75) and 
UConn (3.64) and Rutgers-New Brunswick (3.71) students gave theirs. 

Community

Marist has a very attractive and well-maintained campus overlooking the Hudson River. The 
academic faculties and residence halls are impressive for a college of its size and short history. It 
is very hard to fault the campus, unless one minds crossing a highway from upper-class college-
owned apartments to academic buildings for classes. The waterfront views along the river are 
breathtaking. 

Poughkeepsie, home to the college, is a small (just over 32,000 residents) city. While there are 
two other four-year schools in Poughkeepsie (Culinary Institute of America and Vassar) the 
students from the three colleges do not interact regularly. The city has a major shopping center, 
the Poughkeepsie Galleria, which has an 18-screen Regal movie theater. There is also 
supermarket and strip mall shopping across from the campus.  

The college arranges trips into New York City, including a shopping spree ($5 round trip bus fare) 
as well as to entertainment options. However, the campus is the major social center on weekends 
for most of the school year. The college reported to US News that 75 percent of the 
undergraduate student body is on campus during the weekends. One unique aspect of student 
life at Marist is that all recognized student organizations must perform community service. The 
college has Greek social organizations, but they do not own their own housing as they would at 
other schools. 

Like most colleges, drug and alcohol-related disciplinary referrals have been the most reported 
crimes at Marist. There were, on average, over 400 alcohol-related disciplinary referrals per year 
from 2013 through 2015 reported as taking place in on-campus housing as well as nearly 70 
drug-related referrals on average during this period. These numbers appear high considering that 
nearly a third of the students—would be just under 1,600 full time undergraduates—do not live on 
campus. However, the numbers also suggest that the campus is the major social center for 
students versus the surrounding community. It should also be noted that small numbers of 

http://RateMyProfessors.com
http://www.marist.edu/security/pdfs/FINAL%20as%20of%209-29-16%20Annual%20Safety%20Report%20for%202015.pdf
http://www.marist.edu/security/pdfs/FINAL%20as%20of%209-29-16%20Annual%20Safety%20Report%20for%202015.pdf
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reported incidents of rape (4 in 2015), and dating violence (2 in 2015) appear on the college’s 
Clery Report and that reported burglaries (6 in 2015), trended downward. 

Marist competes in 23 sports at the NCAA Division I (scholarship) level involving approximately 
550 students, a large athletic program for a school of this size. The college has one of the few 
varsity crew teams in the US that has its own facilities on campus. Marist plays football in the 
Pioneer Football League, one of the more spread out conferences by geography in the country. 
Marist is the only member located in the Northeast while four teams are located in the South, four 
in the Midwest and one (the University of San Diego) in the West. Marist was the conference co-
champion (with Butler University in Indiana) in 2013. In 2014, the college had 48 football players 
on the conference’s Academic Honor Roll. Marist competes in the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference in all other sports. The college has won the Commissioner’s Cup, an honor for all 
sports, more times (12) than any school in the conference’s history. In 2014 Marist led the 
conference with 235 selections to the conference's Academic Honor Roll. Crew, women’s 
basketball, men’s and women’s swimming and men’s lacrosse are along the more successful 
programs at the school.

Comforts

Marist has approximately 3,000 beds on campus in residence halls as well as on-campus 
apartments, with another 500 available next year, enough to accommodate everyone who asks 
for college-owned housing. Laundry is included in the room charges. All students who have 
earned 50 or more credits may have cars on campus. All students who live in the residence halls 
are required to carry the Carte Blanche unlimited swipes meal plan. Apartment residents may 
choose a smaller “flex plan,” but must purchase a minimum of 18 meals per semester. The 
college has a mix of single, larger “super-single,” double and triple rooms in corridor-style halls as 
well as suite-style housing (for sophomores and above). First-year students will usually be 
assigned to double rooms. The college has freshman-only halls as well as one where freshmen 
and sophomores are mixed. Apartments and townhouses are available for juniors and seniors. 
Townhouses house as many as 13 students, the apartments as many as 10.

The college asks incoming first-year students to complete a short seven-question form at 
orientation, though it will not allow roommates who wish to choose each other to live in the same 
room. Instead, they would be assigned to the same floor.  Marist also has a unique process for 
assigning housing to continuing students, using a point system. Each student starts with 14 
points; the total rises for academic achievements and participation in extracurricular activities, 
declines for misdeeds. The cumulative totals for students who apply for housing as a group 
determine whether the group gets their preference.  

There is little reason for Marist students, aside from commuters, to live off campus unless they 
have a summer internship in the area. It is possible to find houses or apartments to share in 
Poughkeepsie with rentals between $500 and $700 per person per month. But there would be 
additional costs of maintaining a car or taking mass transit. 

http://www.marist.edu/security/pdfs/FINAL%20as%20of%209-29-16%20Annual%20Safety%20Report%20for%202015.pdf
http://www.marist.edu/security/pdfs/FINAL%20as%20of%209-29-16%20Annual%20Safety%20Report%20for%202015.pdf
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Connections

Marist career services and alumni relations are excellent considering the college’s relatively short 
history as a mid-sized school. The size of graduating classes has risen from approximately 1,000 
to just over 1,500 since 2000, including students who received advanced degrees. The growth in 
population and the scope of the academic programs has been complemented by increased 
resources for alumni relations and career development. The college maintains its own database 
of 1,100 alumni contacts who have volunteered to help current students. 

Over 32,000 Marist alumni are registered on LinkedIn.com, impressive considering that Marist is 
a relatively young school. Nearly 700 work for IBM, by far the largest employer. A clear majority, 
more than 19,000, live and work in and around New York City. The Boston, Albany, Hartford, 
Philadelphia and Washington DC metro areas each have more than 500 working alumni. The 
college supports 15 regional chapters of its alumni association as well as affinity groups with 
Crew, Fashion, Football, Theatre and past admits through the college’s Higher Education 
Opportunity Program. 

Marist expects its students to be prepared to work in multiple internships, both credit-bearing and 
paid. They will develop their resume as well as their LinkedIn profile as early as the freshman 
year Internship coordinators work within clusters of academic departments to make connections 
more seamless between faculty, students and employers. The coordinators vet the employer as 
well as the internship opportunity. Students are taught early in their Marist education about job 
search and networking skills through Fall and Spring Career Consultation days that each involve 
more than 50 employers. The college also sponsors a Career Trek program in New York City 
within the School of Management that annually engages 120 students. Marist does an excellent 
job of collecting outcomes data for its recent graduates. 

Conclusions

Marist is an excellent choice for students who would like to take advantage of the college’s 
location near New York City or attend college in Italy. The sticker price is reasonable for a private 
college, a much better value and a more personal experience than schools such as Fordham or 
NYU. Anyone who pursues a Marist education would be advised to take advantage of the 
internship and/or study abroad programs offered by the college. Spread across the majority of 
majors, they are the standout features of this school. The campus is also quite attractive and well-
maintained. 

But while Marist is a better value than attending most state universities as a non-resident student 
as well as fairly pricy private options in the New York area, the largest scholarships cover less 
than half of tuition and fees. Unless a student comes from New York, which has an inexpensive 
public university system, s/he is likely to pay a four-year premium of at least $20,000 over 
attending the flagship state university in their home state. That investment may be worthwhile for 
students want to attend a smaller school, are interested in one of the more unique majors such as 
Fashion Design or Fashion Merchandising or who come from states or countries that are further 
from New York City. In addition, while Poughkeepsie can be thought of as “close to New York,” 

http://LinkedIn.com
http://www.marist.edu/ir/factbook/pdfs/alumni%20outcomes.pdf
http://www.marist.edu/ir/factbook/pdfs/alumni%20outcomes.pdf
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hosts three colleges and offers its own opportunities for students to build their resumes, it is not 
really a college town.

The decision to attend Marist comes down to the ability to pay for the experience as well as a 
desire to be either in or near New York City for a college education. Among the private institutions 
in and immediately around the city that offer the liberal arts and pre-professional programs, Marist 
is the best buy. 

Report Card for Marist College

Four-Year/Six-Year Graduation Rates: B+/B+

Freshman Retention: A

Costs: B

Curriculum: A

Community: B+

Comforts: A

Connections: B+


