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New Jersey Institute of Technology

Founded in 1881 in Newark, New Jersey, the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) is the 
Garden State’s science and technology university. NJIT has approximately 8,200 undergraduates 
and just over 3,100 graduate students. Undergraduates apply to enter one of six schools: the 
Newark College of Engineering, College of Architecture and Design, the Tuchman School of 
Management, the Ying Wu College of Computing Science, the College of Science and Liberal 
Arts and the Albert Dorman Honors College (in a co-enrollment with one of the other five 
schools). The undergraduate student body is currently 70 percent male and 30 percent female. 
But the ratio is approaching 50/50 within the Honors College.

NJIT welcomed approximately 1,100 first-year students in 2016 as well as nearly 800 transfer 
students, most from New Jersey community colleges. Overall, NJIT accepted 59 percent of the 
applicants for its current freshmen class. Some academic programs, especially architecture and 
the design degrees, were far more selective. The size of the first-year classes at NJIT has grown 
by 250 students since 2010, according to the school’s Office of Institutional Research. Since that 
time, the number of applications from prospective freshman has risen from just over 4,400 to over 
7,200. The average SAT scores (Reading and Math) of incoming freshmen have risen from 1140 
to 1220 over the past seven admissions cycles. A Math score of 630 or higher is expected for the 
applicants interested in the computer science and engineering programs. Students who entered 
the Dorman Honors College had mean SAT scores of 1420, most likely the Math scores were 700 
or higher. 

NJIT has apparently attracted better students since 2010. In that year the freshman retention rate 
was 79 percent according to the school’s Institutional Research office. Yet in 2015, 88 percent of 
the freshmen returned for their sophomore year, very good considering the STEM focus of the 
school and the academic demands of the degree programs.

But NJIT students typically need five years to graduate. The four-year graduation rate was only 
29 percent for the students who entered in 2012, better than the progress for the any of the prior 
classes since 2006. The five-year graduation rates were 52 percent for the class that entered in 
2010 and 55 percent for the freshmen who arrived the year after.  But that’s lower than the four-
year graduation rate for students in all majors at Rutgers-New Brunswick, including those in 
business and STEM.  However, co-op can add time towards completing a degree; so can an 
option to pursue a masters degree in one of the school’s accelerated programs. The Bachelor of 
Architecture, not offered at any other public college in New Jersey, also takes five years to 
complete.

Statistically, the typical NJIT freshman in the STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) is likely to be similar to the typical incoming student in the same majors at Rutgers-
New Brunswick, New Jersey’s flagship state university and at Rowan University, located in 
Southern New Jersey. The same is likely for the students selected for the Dorman Honors 
College versus the honors offerings at Rutgers as well as the College of Engineering at The 
College of New Jersey. Applicants to NJIT who are interested in STEM subjects are also likely to 
consider Stevens Institute of Technology within the state as well as Drexel, Lehigh and Temple 
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within Philadelphia. Cooper Union and City College of New York are the most comparable 
schools within New York City for engineering.

NJIT has the only public college of architecture and design within New Jersey. Within the Garden 
State only Princeton grants the undergraduate degree in architecture. Montclair State is the only 
public college in the state that grants an undergraduate degree in industrial design. The College 
of New Jersey offers digital design (called Interactive Multimedia). Within New York City, the 
Cooper Union and City College of New York would be the most comparable schools. 

NJIT is one of many schools in New Jersey that offer an accredited undergraduate business 
degree. The program will be smaller than most—only the College of New Jersey and Ramapo 
College of New Jersey, among state schools, have fewer undergraduates than NJIT—and offers 
co-op as well as internship options in New York City. In addition, only NJIT offers an accelerated 
pathway to a Master of Science degree in business or the MBA. 

Costs

NJIT charges one of the higher resident rates for tuition and fees for a US public college, 
approximately $16,100 for the current academic year. Room charges were between $8,400 and 
$8,600 (Dorman Honors College). Meal plans, required of first and second-year students who live 
on campus, cost between $3,600 and $4,800. These charges are also on the high side for a state 
supported school. Non-residents, who comprise about a fifth of a freshman class, pay just over 
$30,000 in tuition and fees, a decent value for the money. 

NJIT advertises that 94 percent of its undergraduates receive financial aid. The more generous 
awards come to students in the Honors College (full-tuition and fees and full tuition and fees plus 
housing), students selected for the Economic Opportunity program and some student athletes 
(NJIT competes in NCAA Division 1 sports). The Honors College students receive more generous 
awards than most of their peers receive at Rutgers-New Brunswick. Students also have the 
opportunity to do co-ops and internships as well as paid research work with faculty to help cover 
college costs.  

One consequence of having students around for five years is higher student debt. NJIT students  
who graduated in 2015 and had to borrow for the costs of their education owed slightly more than 
$37,000. The maximum that a college student may borrow from the Federal student loan program 
towards an undergraduate degree is $31,000. 

Curriculum

Success at NJIT is much about preparation. The school helps by certifying high school teachers 
in New Jersey to provide instruction in introductory Calculus, Chemistry and Physics as well as by 
offering a summer bridge program before the freshman year. Prospective freshmen are advised 
to take the mathematics placement test online, using the score to guide them in a choice of 
courses for their senior year. 

STEM students should be ready to take the first Calculus, Chemistry and Physics classes for 
degree credit on the first day of their freshman year and try not to fall behind. Those who are 
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extremely well prepared might want to use their AP or IB credits to fulfill general education 
requirements outside of their major to make room to take on additional STEM or business 
electives or take co-op for credit as well as pay. While NJIT is primarily a science and technology 
school there are requirements in Economics, Writing, Humanities, Physical Education and Social 
Sciences that must be fulfilled outside of the major. Introductory courses in Calculus, Chemistry 
and Physics will not be as large as they might be at Rutgers-New Brunswick and they are 
separated by academic program. Honors students are not likely to have classes with more than 
40 students during the first two years. 

The Engineering programs, while properly accredited, are not as numerous at the undergraduate 
level as they are for graduate students. Environmental Engineering, a common major at many 
engineering schools, is only a graduate program at this time, as is a new program in 
pharmaceutical engineering. But NJIT also offers an undergraduate Engineering Technology 
program with several disciplines that Rutgers and Rowan, among other schools, do not offer. 
Mechanical Engineering is the most popular engineering major, followed by Electrical and Civil 
Engineering. Biomedical Engineering is becoming more popular as well, and becoming a greater 
focus of faculty research\. Students can enter the Newark College of Engineering undecided on a 
major, choosing Engineering Science (soon to be called General Engineering) when they apply. 
They would decide on a major after taking a Fundamentals of Engineering Design course in the 
freshman year. 

The Ying Wu College of Computing Science offers tracks in Computer Science (software 
programming and development), Information Systems (user experience plus combinations of 
computer science and other fields, including Bioinformatics and Management Information 
Systems) and Information Technology (cybersecurity, game design, forensics, network design). 
All students begin their education with Calculus and CS-100, an introductory course they must 
pass before choosing their academic direction. This course is capped at 30 students. Some 
directions will be more math intensive (four semesters of calculus) than others (only two). NJIT 
has the largest computing science faculty and enrollment in the New York/New Jersey area. 
NJIT’s computing resources also help to make the school a national leader in digital design with 
the different majors in the College of Architecture and Design. 

The major advantage of the business programs versus similar schools is the opportunity to 
pursue a dual degree. Business students who have a 3.2 GPA or better may apply six credits or 
their undergraduate degree towards an MS in Management and may apply six credits of the 
masters degree towards their Bachelors. The BS/MBA option requires a GPA of 3.5 or higher, but 
allows students to apply 12 credits of one degree program towards the other degree.  Applicants 
who qualify do not need to take the GMAT to gain admission to the MBA. They also pay the 
undergraduate tuition and fees for the graduate credits.

Students are more likely to see smaller classes at NJIT than they would have at Rutgers and 
other similar state schools. Only six percent of all undergraduate classes that took place in 
2015-16 had more than 50 students, low for a state school, with only three classes enrolling more 
than 100. 

http://engineeringtech.njit.edu/academics/
http://engineeringtech.njit.edu/academics/
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NJIT students gave their faculty a rating of 3.55 (out of a possible 5.0) on RateMyProfessors.com, 
about the same rating as students at Drexel (3.59) and Stevens Institute of Technology (3.57) 
gave theirs. But they also held their faculty in lower regard than students at The Cooper Union 
(3.88) City College of New York (3.79), Temple University (3.70), Rowan (3.72), Rutgers-New 
Brunswick (3.74) and The College of New Jersey (3.70)

Community

NJIT has around one-fourth the number of undergraduates as Rutgers-New Brunswick on a much 
smaller campus, and most of them commute. Students who come here are more likely to find 
friends through their academic program, by participating in Greek life or by living in the Honors 
College residence hall past the first year. NJIT currently has 21 fraternities and sororities which 
have approximately 500 members. Less than half live in Greek Village, housing that was recently 
constructed by the school. The Dorman Honors College community is tight knit, with its own 
residence hall that houses 360 students. 

While there are 130 clubs and organization as well as 19 Division 1 athletic teams, NJIT is not 
really a “spirit and sports” school. However, NJIT undergraduates worked in over 52,000 hours of 
community service during the 2015-16 academic year including a First Year Day of Service that 
engaged over 1,100 members of the freshman class. The school has been selected for the 
President’s Honor Roll for Community Service for six consecutive years.

Newark is the tenth oldest city in the US. It is still a major manufacturing center in New Jersey 
and transportation center for the state. It is also home to the New Jersey Performing Arts Center 
as well as professional hockey and concerts at the Prudential Center, opportunities no other city 
in the Garden State can offer. It is also within an easy train ride of Hoboken and New York City. 
Train service to New York from Newark Penn Station can be accessed through the Newark City 
Subway which stops at NJIT as well as a free shuttle bus from campus. The same trains stop at 
the New Jersey Meadowlands, home of the NFL ’s New York Giants and New York Jets as well as 
Newark International Airport

NJIT is located in University Heights, a neighborhood that has been a major focus of economic 
development in Newark, including the expansion of its own campus. The school, for example, 
acquired the former Central High School building for a $100 million renovation for classrooms and 
laboratory space. NJIT is also constructing a new Fitness and Wellness Center to replace its 
aging athletics building. Rutgers-Newark and the New Jersey Medical School are also catalysts in 
the future of this neighborhood. But there are rough edges near campus, especially near the 
entrance and exit ramps from Interstate 280 and Martin Luther King Boulevard. 

NJIT’s Clery Report shows few incidents of most crimes. Even the numbers of reported drug and 
alcohol-related crimes are low for a school that has 2,000 students living on campus. However, 
there were reported incidents of sexually related crimes (Domestic Violence, Rape, Forcible Sex) 
each year from 2013 through 2015. Reported incidents of robbery and burglary have trended 
down; there was only reported incident of each crime on campus in 2015. However, alcohol 
related disciplinary referrals rose form 17 to 30 to 60. 

http://RateMyProfessors.com
http://www5.njit.edu/greeklife/
http://www5.njit.edu/greeklife/
http://www5.njit.edu/publicsafety/sites/publicsafety/files/ASR2016-.pdf
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It is tough to ignore the many public comments and often obnoxious jokes about Newark in 
writing a profile of a college that is located there. Incidents of crime are the most reported news 
about the city. But some of the reporting is quite legitimate although other schools similar to NJIT 
are located in cities and neighborhoods that have very similar problems. Among science and 
technical universities located in the Northeast, NJIT is located in an area that has more 
accessible assets than places such as Bethlehem (Lehigh), Albany-Troy (Renssaelear 
Polytechnic Institute), Schenectady (Union College) and Worcester (Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute) although those cities also have their fair share of crime and community development 
challenges.

Comforts

NJIT houses about half of a freshman class and less than a quarter of the undergraduate student 
body, including those who live in Greek Village. Two of the halls that house first-year students, 
Cypress and the Honors College, are suite-style where two bedrooms, usually double, share a 
common bathroom. The third hall, Redwood, is a traditional corridor-style hall where several 
rooms share two bathrooms. Oak, an upper class hall, has suite style living with kitchenettes and 
bathrooms as well as apartments. Laurel, the other upper-class hall, is suite-style and so are the 
spaces in Greek Village. The Honors College housing includes a common area on each floor by 
the elevator as well as smaller study lounges. With space for 360 students, it accommodates 
most of the students who are pursuing the Honors academic program during and after the 
freshman year.

Off-campus listings posted by NJIT showed that landlords will often require security deposits 
before leasing to college students. A decision to live off campus, unless at home, should coincide 
with a student’s plans to work or take classes during the summer. 

Connections

Among the better reasons to choose NJIT are the opportunities to do paid research with faculty 
as well as pursue either internships or co-op. Students who are interested in co-op choose the 
semester in which they want to work, then sign up a three-credit co-op course. They may choose 
to work 20 hours per week and take up to four classes outside of co-op or choose to work full-
time and take up to two classes. They may take the co-op course twice for credit. But unless the 
student enters NJIT with some AP or IB credits to apply towards their degree, this will extend their  
degree program for an additional semester or year. Other schools in the area, including Stevens 
and Rutgers-New Brunswick, also offer co-op for engineering. But NJIT is the only one that 
makes it available for all other majors, and offers it during the summer as well as the fall and 
spring. Last year the school made nearly 650 placements in co-op and internship assignments. 

NJIT’s location makes it fairly easy for students to do co-ops or internships in Newark or New 
York. Newark is the headquarters city for Panasonic, Prudential as well as Public Service Electric 
and Gas and a major manufacturing center for Anheiser Busch. The city is also major center for 
government, transportation and health care. The location is especially attractive for students who 
are interested in architecture, mechanical and civil engineering because of the numbers of 
consulting firms in both cities as well as the continuing infrastructure challenges in the region. 

http://www5.njit.edu/reslife/sites/reslife/files/Off%20Campus-1.9.17.pdf
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However, those who are interested in working in the medical device or pharmaceutical industries 
will need access to a car to get to work. 

NJIT’s Career Development Center produces one of the more detailed outcomes reports from 
any college. In 2016 over 550 employers visited campus to take part in job fairs or conduct on-
campus interviews. The fall and spring career fairs each attracted over 200 employers and were 
attended by over 4,700 undergraduate and graduate students. Sixty-two percent of the class that 
graduated last year found or received an offer of full-time employment within three months after 
completing their degree. 

Over 37,000 of the more than 55,000 NJIT alumni registered in LinkedIn.com work in or around 
New York City. The next-largest group, with just over 2,500 alumni, are based around 
Philadelphia. More than 1,000 alumni reside in only two other metro areas: San Francisco and 
Washington DC. Within the base, over 11,500 work in engineering while more than 6,800 are 
involved with information technology. 

Conclusions

The decision to choose NJIT depends on preparedness, desired major and acceptance into the 
Honors or Economic Opportunity programs. A New Jersey resident who wants an inexpensive 
education in Architecture and Design or STEM and is an excellent student at the top of the 
applicant pool will not find a better value for their money. The direct charges are fairly reasonable 
for non-residents as well.  NJIT has the added advantage of being close to New York City as well 
as major employers in Northern New Jersey. It has also graduated enough alumni, especially in 
engineering, to have built a very sound network. The Honors College offers an excellent 
residential and academic experience that is difficult to pass up. 

It is also fair to say that a student who chooses NJIT is more likely to attend for five years rather 
than four. The very best students will be attracted to accelerated programs that lead to an 
advanced degree. Those who are motivated to work will be attracted to a choice of internships 
and co-ops. And there will also be those who struggle with the work, which is the par for the 
course at schools that are more specialized in science and technology. 

Report Card: New Jersey Institute of Technology

• 4-year/6-year Graduation Rates: C/C

• Freshman Retention: B+

• Costs: B (residents)/B+ (non-residents)

• Curriculum: A

• Community: B

• Comforts: B

• Connections: A

http://www5.njit.edu/cds/sites/cds/files/cds_annual_report.pdf
http://LinkedIn.com

